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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: s -r,W 

1 . (Original) A method for synchronizing a suppffe/ipitoduction with a 
manufacturer's production comprising the.sfeps of: ■■-*>^ 

establishing a production schedule for said manufacture^ production; 
determining a time needed to recef^suppjies from a supply said time 
needed to receive supplies determined by said^anufacturer; 

transmitting a supply oraqftp said supplier in^acpordance with said time 
needed to rec^iV^suppliesi,. said suj^ly o^der comgj^ing a production delivery 
time according t6 said production schedule for said manufacturer's production; 

taltineraaid sOpplieVs production ir\£ccordance with said production 
fffery time acol|j(ng to said production schedule for said manufacturer's 
produdtf^- ^ ^ . 

receivrnb supplies' from said supplier in accordance with said production 
delivery time accora|p^ said production schedule for said manufacturer's 
production; 

moving said supplies to said manufacturer's production line; 
starting production at said manufacturer's production line in accordance 
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with said manufacturer's production schedule; and 

consuming said supplies in accordance with said production schedule 
established for said manufacturer's production. 
2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the step^determining a time needed 
to receive supplies from a supplier comprises't^^ep^of: 

■ - 

determining a time required by said supplier to produce supplies; 
determining a time required by said supplier to trans^^aid supplies to 



said manufacturer, 



determining a time required 1 by, said manufacturer to unload said supplies; 



determining a time required by said manufacturer, to said stage supplies; 

^SBfe*. ' ' N '" v ' : ' -•-«• r, ' :; - ' 

determi6iffg^fj W|e by said manufacturer to move said supplies to 
a location on sald^anufacfarer's production line; and 

.^IdSterrJiining a fetatflme by adding said time required by said supplier to 
produce supplies, sjaid time required by said supplier to transport said supplies to 
said manufacturer, said jjjme required by said manufacturer to unload said 



supplies, saidftme required by said manufacturer to stage said supplies, and said 

\ ; .^-;\ ,::•;■./ 

time required by saT^mahufacturer to move said supplies to a location on said 
manufacturer's production line. 
3. (Original) The method of claim 2 further comprising the step of adding time to said 
total time to account for delays in each activity. 
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4. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the step of transmitting a supply order to 
said supplier comprises the steps of: 

transmitting a production sequence; 
transmitting said production delivery time; and;-"' 
transmitting a production line location. ; ^ \ 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4 whereM tpe step of transmitting a production 
sequence to said supplier comprises i-fe step of transmitting-qetails about a 
model, type, options, and color for an auto^oMe;^ ^\ 

6. (Original) The method of cia^l wherein the step of transmitting a supply order to 
said supplier comprises the step rans^tting^a suf^order to said supplier in 
accordance v^dp^: %. . 

7. (Original) The rriethod of cfaim 1 wherein the step of transmitting a supply order to 
.sajdjfcjpfl e^rnprise^ifi^step of ^ a supply order to said supplier in 
accbfdance with 



v... : ;fc 



claim f.Wherein the step of transmitting a supply order to 
said supplieY^rnprises;|ne step of requesting a capacity confirmation from said 



supplier prior tolSr)srrjitting a supply order 
9. (Original) A system for synchronizing a supplier's production with a 
manufacturer's production comprising: 
a manufacturer's production line; 
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a production schedule for said manufacturer's production line; 

a manufacturer computer adapted to transmit supply orders to a supplier 
computer based on the production status at said manufacturer's production line, 
said supply orders transmitted to said supplier wheh-ttfe production status 



indicates supplies are needed to meet said production schedule; 

^'■■'^ '^% ( . 

a supplier computer adapted to receive supply oilers from a manufacturer 
computer, said supply orders comprising production deliveiy times in accordance 
with said production schedulejor said manufactures production^©; 

a supplier production^ j/te-f^ in accordance with a 

production delivery time in a supply order from said manufacturer computer, said 
production delivery time "in accordance witKsaia" 'production schedule for said 



manufacturers production line; and 

: a' production line Nation at said manufacturer's production line for holding 
saici<supplie$ procJubed by said suppliensaid supplies consumed in accordance 
with sai^roduction schedule for £aid manufacturer's production line. 

10. (Canceledf%s. 

1 1 . (Original) The sys^jjft pf claim 9 wherein said supply order comprises a 



production line location. 
12. (Original) The system of claim 9 wherein said supply order comprises a 
production sequence. 
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1 3. (Original) The system of claim 1 2 wherein said production sequence comprises a 
model, a type, a plurality of options, and a color for an automobile. 

1 4. (Original) The system of daim 9 wherein said manufacturer computer and said 

_____ 

supplier computer are adapted for communication; irf^ccordance with TCP/IP. 

1 5. (Original) The system of claim 9 wherein saiapiar\u|a^iurer computer and said 




supplier computer are adapted for communication in accordance with XML 
standards. \ 

■:':>■>, 

1 6. (Original) The system of claim 9 further comprising a* capacity ©Snjgnation from 
said supplier computer. " :: V - ; ,, v 

17. (Original) A method for synchronizing a supplier's procluction with a 
manufacturer's' 1 ^ steps o.f:/v t 

establish1%ajxodtiction schedule.for said manufacturer's production; 
^^ShSmltting to^Oupplier i supply order comprising a production sequence, 
aiSfbduction deliver) timefamd a production line location at said manufacturer in 
accordance with said prpdurtion schedule for said manufacturer's production; 

startiricfsaid supplier's production in accordance with said production 

^\ ••';•'•■/ 

delivery time in accordance with said production schedule for said manufacturer's 
production; 

receiving supplies from said supplier in accordance with said production 
delivery time in said supply order, said production delivery time in accordance with 
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said production schedule for said manufacturer's production; 
moving said supplies to said production line location; and 
consuming said supplies at said production line location in accordance with 

said production schedule for said manufacturer's production. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein sa|i;prbduction sequence comprises 
the step of transmitting details about a model, a type, a'plurality of options, and a 
color for an automobile. ' 

1 9. (Original) The method of claim 1 7 whereirt the stapf starting saicfisupplier's 
production in accordance with said productiotfde)ivery time comprises the step of 
starting said supplier's production to mee*sai<f production delivery time of said 
production sche^uVfd¥said manufeurer's^rb^ 

•■''■)'% ^•■?*-\ 

20. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein said production delivery time is based 



on4m»®&1red b^s^^^ef.t» produce supplies, a time required by said 
supper to transpoft-said supplies to said manufacturer, a time required by said 
manufacturer to unloacllsaid supplies, a time required by said manufacturer to said 



stage suppn^and a time required by said manufacturer to move said supplies to 
said production lineTocaTtlon. 
21 . (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein the step of transmitting a supply order 
to said supplier comprises the step of transmitting a supply order to said supplier 
in accordance with TCP/IP. 
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22. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein the step of transmitting a supply order 
to said supplier comprises the step of transmitting a supply order to said supplier 
in accordance with XML. 

23, (Original) The method of claim 1 7 wherein the step of transmitting a supply order 



to said supplier comprises the step of requesting a capacity confirmation from said 
supplier, *m 



y/*3 ••-■sir-s "♦.•<-«.. »,c h «, ./ 



•«:{ _- 
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